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“These very rich investigations into the history of poison, hazard and regulation 
contain new insights and empirical findings. Hazardous Chemicals is a very substantial 
addition to the literature in the field.” Carsten Reinhardt, University of Bielefield 
 
“Hazardous Chemicals is a bold contribution to the blooming field of historical studies 
on toxic products. It includes many excellent chapters that approach the topic from 
many different perspectives, covering a broad range of harmful substances, 
geographical contexts, and stakeholders while giving insightful analyses of relevant cases and offering 
comparative perspectives on toxic risk regulation.” • José Ramón Bertomeu Sánchez, Universitat de València 
 
Although poisonous substances have been a hazard for the whole of human history, it is only with the 
development and large-scale production of new chemical substances over the last two centuries that toxic, 
manmade pollutants have become such a varied and widespread danger. Covering a host of both notorious 
and little-known chemicals, the chapters in this collection investigate the emergence of specific toxic, 
pathogenic, carcinogenic, and ecologically harmful chemicals as well as the scientific, cultural and legislative 
responses they have prompted. Each study situates chemical hazards in a long-term and transnational 
framework and demonstrates the importance of considering both the natural and the social contexts in which 
their histories have unfolded. 
 
Ernst Homburg is Professor of History of Science and Technology Emeritus at Maastricht University. 
Elisabeth Vaupel is a historian of chemistry at the Research Institute of the Deutsches Museum in Munich. 
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